
Hidden Vistas 
 in the Ten Broeck Mansion Gardens 

For Families:  
 

• Ask kids to look around them and  use their five sense.  What do you hear, see, and  

smell?  Notice the texture and shape of tree bark and branches. Listen for birds like crows. 

• Find your way! Can you figure out which direction you are walking based on landmarks?   

Ask children to look at the compass at right to help trace the direction you are walking on your stroll! 

• What’s in a name? Trees and plants have a common name (in bold) and scientific name (in italics) written 

in Latin. Common names vary from region to region, and often give a sense of local history. The scientific 

names help botanists keep the identities of plants clear. Try to find both names for any plants you see. 

• Be safe! Do not walk on garden paths while icy. Walk only when garden paths are clear.  

When fall blooms fade and trees lose their leaves, the Ten Broeck Mansion viewshed is closer to its appearance in 

the eighteenth century. The Ten Broecks called their estate “Prospect” because of its extensive view of the Hudson 

River. Stroll our gardens and explore the breathtaking vistas that are hidden when the gardens are in full bloom.  

2) Copper Beech (fagus sylvatica f. purpurea) trees are originally from Europe, and 

came to North America in the mid-1700s. The Copper Beech tree near the front 

porch of Ten Broeck Mansion is the oldest tree on our site and was planted by the 

Olcott family in 1880. Its leaves change from a deep coppery-purple in late spring 

to vibrant shades of gold and red in the fall. In the winter months, it is notable for 

its smooth, light grey bark on the thick trunk and branches. 

1) When trees are bare, the Nipper Statue is visible from the north side of Ten 

Broeck Mansion. The statue of Nipper, a terrier mix dog who became the mascot 

of the RCA recording company, has sat atop 991 Broadway in Albany’s historic 

warehouse district since 1958.  The warehouse district when Nipper stands is a 

produce of renewed trade in Albany after the Erie Canal opened. "Lumber Barons" 

and other investors built warehouses along Broadway a short commute from Ten 

Broeck Mansion. In front of the Mansion, you can still see row homes built along 

Ten Broeck Place by “Lumber Barons” between the 1830s and 1870s. 

3) You can find a Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) tree by walking uphill 

toward the shade garden from our gate at Ten Broeck Place. Horse chestnuts are 

native to Southeastern Europe, and were introduced to North America in the 18th 

century. In the spring, they produce clusters of white flowers often called 

“candles” because of their narrow, bell-like shape. In  the 19th century, there were 

also horse chestnut trees near the back door of Ten Broeck Mansion, where our 

Metasequoia trees stand today.  



4) St Joseph’s Church  was designed by noted Irish-born architect Patrick Keeley 

(1816-1896), St. Joseph's Church was built of bluestone trimmed with limestone 

in 1855-60. St. Joseph's served Irish, German, and Eastern European immigrants 

until its closing in 1994. Winter is a perfect time to spy the St. Joseph’s spire, 

which was added in 1910. From the horse chestnut tree, walk uphill toward the 

shade garden and look southeast! 

6) Hawthorns (crataegus x mordenensis ‘toba’) are ornamental trees native to 

parts of Europe, North America, Asia, and northern Africa. The hawthorns along 

our garden walkway are toba hawthorns, which were developed in the province 

of Manitoba, in Canada. Hawthorns produce eye-catching white flowers in the 

spring that later turn pale pink, and then in the fall develop red berries. In winter, 

though their branches are bare, they are notable for their unique, twisted trunks. 

You may also spy a few berries the birds have not claimed! 

7) Common Sage (salvia officinalis) is an herb in the mint family. Sage is native to      

southern Europe, but has been in North America for over three hundred years. In 

the summer, sage blooms with blue flowers streaked with purple, which attract 

butterflies and bees. The green, fuzzy leaves of the sage plant are aromatic and 

when dried can be used as a seasoning. The leaves have also been prized for their 

medical benefits since Medieval times. A perennial, common sage can survive cold 

winter temperatures and bloom again in the spring. 

5) You will see a fragment of a marble pillar from the first New York State Capitol 

Building as you return to the circular drive and walk toward the Mansion. The 

first New York State Capitol building was designed by renowned Albany architect 

Philip Hooker between 1806 and 1809. The original Capitol stood in today’s East 

Capitol Park and was demolished in 1883. Philip Hooker also likely designed Ten 

Broeck Mansion for Abraham and Elizabeth Ten Broeck.  

Did you know? Volunteers help care for our gardens.  Join our Friends of 
the Ten Broeck Landscape to keep our gardens looking great.                               

Please contact us to learn more and become involved! 

Thank you for visiting our gardens today.  
www.tenbroeckmansion.org            
info@tenbroeckmansion.org 

 

The Albany County Historical Association is a 501c3 nonprofit educational museum.  

 

Try it at Home: Sage has long been a popular seasoning for holiday dishes like turkey and stuffing. In The 

American Frugal Housewife first published in 1829, domestic advice writer and abolitionist Lydia Maria Child 

recommended sage in stuffing: “...pound a cracker, or crumble some bread very fine, chop some raw salt pork 

very fine, sift some sage, (and some summer-savory, or sweet-marjoram, if you have them in the house, and 

you fancy them), and mould them all together—seasoned with a little pepper.” 


